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Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends of MKA 
Over the past months, I have been stopped in my tracks on several occasions by comments, feedback, conversations with one parent or 
another, in a range of different situations. These thoughts have made me realize what a deeply committed parent body MKA has had 
over the years since our inception in 2009. As Head of School, I feel humbled by this belief in the school, despite the ongoing challenges 
faced by developing the first inclusive school in Ghana.  
I would like to share a couple with you: 
A long-standing parent, with a reputation for rigour and high expectations for her daughter, commended the school on achieving a 
strong academic Secondary programme with good quality teaching in 2014.  Her child started MKA in the Primary School and will take 
her IGCSE’s in MKA. 
A parent of a teenage boy, who has been held back by a specific learning challenge, praised the school in improving his son’s literacy 
skills through direct intervention, mapped out in his Individual Education Plan. The father went on to say that he has realized that 
MKA offers a broader and more current curriculum than other schools in Accra. As part of the curriculum, his son is studying an 
IGCSE course titled ‘Global Perspectives’, as well as having opportunities to develop his passionate interest in cooking through our 
Gifted and Talented programme. 
A new parent this academic year, exclaimed to me after the End of Season Show in December….”Ah , now I get the school!” 
 A teenage girl’s parent protested heavily that she did not want her child to leave her previous school, but ultimately had no choice – 
her daughter was not achieving. She was worried about sending her to MKA, because she was unsure about what an Inclusive setting 
would mean for her child. In less than one term, she went back to the old school and thanked them for recommending Multikids. She 
has seen improvement in her daughter, particularly in her happiness, self esteem and increased interest in learning. 
These are just a few of the interactions that I have had with parents alongside the privilege of sharing many challenging moments of 
parenting a child with a disability, a social or emotional disorder.  MKA recognizes the crucial part that therapy plays in the lives of 
many of our students. In order to ensure that our Therapy Department continues to thrive and provide ongoing support to all children 
who need this service, we have initiated the following steps: 
A collaboration with Therakidz to provide ABA therapy; finalizing a new partnership with the Prompt Institute, USA, to deliver 
Speech therapy; a creative internship with a drama and movement therapist who works with children in the Lower Primary; 
sponsorship by the Ivana Jane Foundation to provide a Sensory Room in the Lower Primary; an active member of CRAN (Child Rights 
Advocacy Network) to deliver counseling on personal safety; investment in current assessment tools to gain a greater understanding of 
intellectual impairment. 
In this edition of our newsletter you can read about new strides we are making in consolidating learning for our academically able 
learners. About opportunities for all learners through the Gifted and Talented workshops where students can try out new things or 
learn more about areas of personal interest. Students have reviewed the December performances and we have put together a range of 
photos and articles of interest. We have a Parent section to inform parents of workshops at the school and to build our Parent Support 
Group. Thanks to all contributors and I hope that you enjoy reading about what is happening at Multikids. 
Special thanks to Dominique, who has designed and produced our Newsletter. 
AJ Budge  

 

 

 
Photos from Left to Right: Discussing science observational experiment results; Nii Noi teaching music; Student class 
presentations; Gabby Lane’s solo performance at the End of Season Performance night. 

Photos from Left to Right: ASDAN students giving a presentation at Assembly; Observational colouring; Jadeite enjoying science. 
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We had an informative staff 
presentation for parents of 
secondary children, where staff 
explained the need for students to 
gain academic competence at a 
certain level to access the IGCSE 
pathway. We also gave details on 
the range of ASDAN programmes 
offered in the school and the 
accreditation attached to these. Staff 
also demonstrated MKA’s approach 
to integrating the study of core 
subjects (Maths, English, ICT, 
Science) across all pathways at Secondary level. 
Parent Conferences on the Main Site this term will be Student -Led, where students will have a chance to choose their best work and 
identify work where they are challenged and need improvement.  They will share this with their parents through informal 
presentations. Staff will be available to discuss progress, challenges, IEP’s and assessment results.  Parents of children at the Lower 
Primary will be invited to speak with their children’s class teacher to share the achievements of their child.  The Therapy Team will be 
available for individual appointments with all parents.  

Parent Support Group 
The first event of the MKA Parent Support group, is on Monday 17th March 9.00 - 11.45am, Mercury Class, MKA Main Building.  
This is a presentation for parents, pediatricians and practitioners on “Biomedical Interventions in Autism and other Developmental 
Disorders”, by Ms. Peta Cohen, M.S., R.D., Clinical Nutritionist and Metabolic Specialist, New Jersey, USA.  Peta has made helping 
children with special needs a particular focus of her practice, and has amassed a considerable expertise in this area, developing highly 
effective proprietary dietary and other protocols for these individuals and their families. Please ring the office to book your place since 
seats are limited. All parents and friends of the school are welcome. 
If you are a parent interested in participating dynamically in the Parent Support Group to:  

• Share challenges and how to create strategies to overcome them 
• Set up opportunities for experts to give presentations/workshops on related topics 
• Organise school holiday activities for children. 

Please contact the General Administration Office to register your interest and your availability. 

• MKA’s  Parents’ Support Group – See “Parents” Section. 
• MKA’s Careers Event – 24th and 25th `April. Watch out for more information. 
• End of Year Production - Stevie Mensah has joined the school to work with all students, on a Musical Performance “He 

Said, She Said”. 
• Levi Ofoe, Speech and Language Pathologist, is leaving MKA to set up a Speech and Language course in Ho. Speech 

Therapist, Kristina Fromme has joined us part time. A new therapist will be joining us in April. 
• MKA has invested in a cutting edge assessment tool called the WISC (Weschler Intelligence Scale for Children), which 

will provide us with a greater understanding of an individual child’s learning disability or  attentional disorder.  
• MKA has partnered with Neogenics Education and Africa Graduate School of Education to both deliver teacher 

training programmes for other schools and for our staff to study to ensure that their teaching meets the standards for 
QTS (qualified teacher status) laid down by the UK government. Neogenics is sponsored by the Institute of Education, 
UK. 

• A new ball pool for the Lower Primary Sensory Room, plus some donated playground equipment will be coming very 
soon. Also a basketball net for the mainsite. 

• Modern Foreign Languages Club – watch out for details for this club planned for Term 3. Languages will include 
French, Ga depending on student take up. 

• Students will be busy  sitting their IGCSE’S and A Levels in Term 3. We wish them all the best. 
• Student residential journeys currently being planned for May/June 
• Sports Day will end Term 3 as usual, followed by our Prize Giving 

Parents… 
 

 
Photos from left to Right: Parents of the school at the PTA Meeting; At Lower Primary’s “Colours of 
the Season” Performance. 

What’s New/Coming Up … 
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End of Season Celebration: A Review… 
 

MKA’s End of Year Performance “PEACE”, was dedicated to the late Nelson Mandela 

All parents and friends who attended this event would agree that it was a wonderful night, which displayed the talents of our students 
and dedicated staff. We were honoured by the presence of the Vice President of Ghana, Honourable Vice President of the Republic of 
Ghana, Kwesi Amissah-Arthur, and there was much excitement and anticipation during the set up by the visits of the advane security 
team. 

S t u d e n t ’ s  R e v i e w :  E n d  o f  S e a s o n  P e r f o r m a n c e  
B y :  R u b e n  L a n d e w i j k  

The fashion show was done by our own students. They designed the clothes with the help of the art teacher 
Auntie Fatric. The show was so good that the Vice President was even there. Some of the other shows were also 
done by other students. One of the classes did a Santa Clause performance and many students sang. The two M.Cs 
of the show were myself and Gabby. Gabby also did a performance. 

Continued Page 4 … 

 
Photos from Top Row, Left to Right: Children, teachers and parents enjoying the Christmas lunch buffet that Kevin Ockan and Fatima prepared with 
the help of Ruby Class. Face painting, present giving and a music jam after lunch ended the festive day.  
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Photos from bottom row: Lower Primary’s “Colours of the Seasons” end of year performance. 

Lower Primary Projects 

 

During Term 1, the Lower Primary students participated in 
various projects relating to the theme “materials”, exploring 
different type of fabrics, textures and plastics. Additionally, 
they worked on identity: who they are, their family, what 
food they like etc. From this exploration, they produced 
stories using the computer and a series of arts works. The 
second half of the term, they worked on their End of Season 
Performance, “Colours of the Season”.  
This term, children are exploring the theme of “Water”. 
They are learning about the dynamics of water, different sources of water, and what role water plays in our lives. As part of this 
project, the students will be going on a water excursion.  
Jennifer Brown (Jeni) has been working part-time as an Expressive Therapies Intern at the school during the 2013-2014 academic year. 
This term she is focusing on working with the children through group and individual sessions with us. Jennifer is a graduate student 
in Expressive therapies and Mental Health counselling (specialization in Dance/Movement Therapy) at Lesely University in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA. She is also a registered yoga instructor, specialized in yoga with children. 

 
“Fish” by Marizu Ukabam, made from cut 
coloured paper, paper plate and paint. This 
work was an Instructional Exercise whereby 
students watched and followed the teachers 
in making their art works.  

I Want to Wear My Football Boots 
I want to wear my 

football boots when it is sunny 
I want to wear my  

football booots when it is hot and warm. 
I want to wear my football boots 

when it is extra shiny winey 
When I score a goal, my football boots 

sounds like This. Boom!! 
When I walk on the field 

they will make 
march march. 

I love my boots super much. 
Poem by: Gabriel Anoff 

 

S t u d e n t  R e v i e w :  C o l o u r s  o f  t h e  S e a s o n  
B y :  G a b r i e l  A n o f f  

I was the MC and the performances were a song by all Lower Primary kids and teachers, entitled “Yema Mo 
Afehyia Pa”, “If I Had Wings” and others. Our parents watched us. I enjoyed it, because there was plenty of 
performances. 
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Continued Page 6 … 

Photos showing secondary students engaged in their lessons. 

Secondary Department… 
Developing a comprehensive approach to education for regular learners 
By: Nana Yaw Bamfo 

 

Our mission at Multikids Academy is to provide access to the British National Curriculum for all our students. In the main stream 
department of the school, we are keen to provide learning opportunities for a vast range of learning abilities and learning styles. To 
achieve this, we are developing a comprehensive system of education. By comprehensive, we mean offering a wide range of subjects 
that are both suitable to the more academic learners, as well the more vocational learners. This way, students with different learning 
abilities and styles are able to work and learn alongside each other. 
Curriculum - In our sixth form department, some of the subjects we offer are:  Art & Design, Business Studies, Applied ICT and Media 
Studies for the more vocational learners, then the more academic subjects such as, Sociology, English, Biology etc. 
Similarly, in Key Stage 4 we provide options that allow students with different abilities and styles to learn alongside each other; ICT, 
Art & Design (the portfolio based) Global Perspectives as well as CoPE (worth 1 GCSE), these being more suited to our vocational 
learners, then the full range of academic subjects; English, Literature, Sciences, Mathematics, History, Geography etc. 
All these subjects are offered in Key Stage 3, including French, drama and home science. Music and sports are offered across the whole 
school and most of our pupils are keen participators. 
Literacy - At Multikids we place a lot of emphasis on literacy. We believe that a strong literacy base improves access across all subjects.  
We therefore provide opportunities for students to strengthen their literacy and also encourage all our students to develop a habit of 
reading for leisure. In the current term we have had a parallel reading unit across the whole secondary school. The Key Stage 4 
students read Robert Swindells’ Stone Cold. They wrote their reviews of the text and are excited to share some of their views of the 
novel with you. 
We hope to keep developing our curriculum in a way, which will underpin our mission of providing a truly comprehensive system of 
education that caters for all types of learners. We believe that every child matters and the best way of ensuring that every child gets 
direct access to education, is to provide a broad based curriculum, so that every child can discover their potential. 

Student’s  Book Review: Stone Cold by Robert Swindel ls  … 
R e v i e w  B y  :  M a y a  V a n  L a n d e w i j k  
Stone Cold is a gripping story about Link. Link is one of many homeless kids on 
the streets of London. Link’s struggle is made easier with the help of streetwise 
Ginger. Soon however, Ginger along with many others disappear but no one 
cares. 
Shelter’s character is a brilliant example of someone who is psychotic. He 
believes that what he is doing is for the good of his country. Link is very good 
for describing what many people go through when they are homeless. Most are 
often forced to leave home like Link and that is why his story opens your eyes. 
I think that this is a very good and entertaining novel. It informs you about how 
some people live, it is quite subtle and it is very gripping. It is written in a way, 
that really puts you in the characters’ shoes and it is very entertaining. 
I recommend that teens everywhere in the world should read this book, whether in the class room or at home. I believe if you read 
this book, it would really give you another perspective on homelessness. 

R e v i e w  b y :  C e l i n e  A d u  
Stone Cold is a gripping and gruesome story about a boy called Link who leaves home because of his step father and lives rough 
on the streets of London. He then gets a homeless friend called Ginger, who teaches him the tricks of the trade. They have a good 
time, but someone is out to get homeless people and a few are gone; who’s the next victim, Ginger or Link? It’s a weird but 
entertaining story. 
Shelter is a psychotic ex-army soldier trained to kill. He’s so used to killing that he goes after the homeless – thinks he is “cleaning 
the place”. He has a habit of saying “by golly I will”, and sometimes speaks in code names. After killing a few people he gets a 
new target Ginger and Link.  
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The Gifted & Talented Programme provides students with the opportunity to explore, identify and develop their talents and skills in 
the areas of Expressive Arts, Technology 
and Science. The main theme of workshops 
in Term One, was Energy and 
Sustainability. 
Science: Energy and Conservation – A 
Practical experiment was conducted to 
compare the energy efficiency between gas 
and coal while cooking rice. The students 
observed and measured the time each 
method took to cook rice and recorded any 
change occuring during the experiment. 
Class discussions were held after the 
practical. 
Science: Sound Vibration and Filtration  – The Lightyear Foundation, a group of young scientists from the UK dedicated to 
illuminating science and igniting curiosity, make regular visits to MKA to foster science in the school.  This term they facilitated a 
series of sound vibration and water filtration experiments. Students learnt about the physics of sound vibrations and how sound 
travels between matter; they also explored different methods of water purification filtration. 
Science Excursion: Cook Stove Festival - Some Upper Primary and Secondary students attended this festival to learn about 
different forms of stove cooking and explore designs of wood, coal, gas, alternative fuel and solar power stoves. Several stove designs 
based on cultural and energy styles were displayed. The children enjoyed this festival, where they had an opportunity to perform as 
part of the festival’s entertainment. The organisers of this festival are working in collaboration with MKA to develop a Science module 
entitled, Energy Conservation. 

 
 

 

Gifted & Talented Programme… 

Students Review: Cook Stove Festival Excursion … 
By :  E f f ie  Ghanney w ith  in se r t s  f rom  Ce l ine  A du 

When we went to the Stove Festival there were people dancing, 
some made speeches and talked about other things. After they did 
that, we had a tour of the stoves. We saw stoves that boiled water, 
one had a chimney, which directed the smoke up, one was 
enviornmentally friendly, one cooked fish, and there were even 
pots that were stuck in the mud (supposed to be like that). There 
was one to make banku too. When the tour was over the group 
scattered, but most of us found a keebab stand and started 
chowing down. 
“There were many things to observe at the Cook Stove Festival. The 
first thing I saw was a gas stove explanation, the gas stove itself had 
four stove on top and a pipe sticking out. The man who was there 
explained it to us how the women in the villages use it to make food, and then gave us a further explanation on how it’s a more 
healthier and cleaner way of cooking and to help the depletion of the ozone layer.” 

Photos Above: First two photos of students discovering the existence of sound vibrations; Last three photos of students comparing, observing and 
recording the energy efficiency between gas and coal while cooking rice. 

Photos on the Left: Students experimenting with the different methods of water filtration.  The 
science class was run by Lightyear Foundation.  

 
Demonstrations of different styles of cooking stoves at the 
Cook Stove Festival. 

Link, a naïve and subtle person, with a kind heart comes to London (homeless) with no idea how to survive. He gets help from 
Ginger and learns how to survive, but after Ginger’s disappearance he gets scared. 
I find the book horrific and weird, but interesting and informative. A book that is good to read and can get a child to scream at 
their mother. I don’t like it a lot. Though it’s nice to read. 
I would recommend the novel to teenagers and adults, because some treat homeless people horribly. They beat them and treat 
them like dirt. If the read this book, they might treat them nicely. 

Continued Page 7 … 
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Photos from Left to Right: Students jazzing up their old clothes and recycling objects using paints and found objects to make wallets with water 
sachets, odd cloths and dresses using plastic bags. The finished products were modeled in the Fashion Parade. 

Student Review: Recyc lable & Wearable Art Project … 
W r i t ten  by :  Gabby  Lane w ith  in se r t s  f rom  E r in  Ukabam  &  M aya Van Landew i jk  

During the week leading up to the fashion show, stress flowed through the veins of the students involved in bringing the show 
together. A few students, in particular, even stayed behind during breaks and other classes to finish off with their stunning 
designs. Ruben a young and talented student, as well as being one of the MC of the show, played quite roll during the show, or at 
least leading up to it, as he created his own designs, and although he may not had modeled, poured a lot of time, effort and 
passion into making it a success, along with the help of our art teacher. I modeled a very excellent plastic dress during the show. 
All in all, a lot of people; students and teachers put a lot into the show, but the hard work and stress was worth it in the end. 
“I took an old dress that I didn’t really like and I cut it. When it was cut, I turned it into a nice top and the extra material into a nice 
bag and then I took an old white sheet and decorated it with cloth and put a pocket on it. I also helped my teacher to make a dress out 
of plastic which another girl wore for the show.” 
“We took plastic bags and sowed them together, which was the skirt and brought a black leotard to school for the top and this is 
what I wore for the show”.  
“During the weeks leading to the show, many students met to recreate their clothes that they would wear on the run way. They would 
meet, brainstorm, then work on the clothes. They worked tirelessly to practice their walk and poses. In the end their hard work paid 
off as proof by the wonderful performance by them all.” 

 
Gifted & Talented Series of Workshops - The first week of Term 
Two kicked off with a full three-day intensive Gifted & Talented 
workshop. The workshop comprised of three focus master classes in 
Comic Drawing, Multi Media and Drama involving music. The 
workshops were facilitated by industry professionals who gave their 
time to share their skills and knowledge to our students. Through 
these master classes, the students focused their talents and skills in an 
area of their personal interest and expanded their creative 
development with externally highly skilled professionals. At the end of 
the workshop, the students had the opportunity to share their works to 
each other in the form of a mini performance. 

Photos on left side: Students developing their creative projects during their 3 
days workshop developing websites with video and photography, mini comic 
books and performing poetry and songs to the rest of the school on the last day. 

 

 
Fashion & Art: Recycable & Wearable Art - The arts students created a fantastic collection of clothing for the school’s annual 
Fashion Parade, for the End of Season Performance in December 2013. This year’s Fashion Parade theme was Recyclable and 
Wearable Art. Angel Akpan, our final year student took the initiative to lead the art class, using her creative skills and fashion flair 

We then got our own pens and bracelets, after a while we all ended up sitting under a tree waiting for the bus to come, when it 
did we went back to school. 
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Calender of Events… 

Regu l a r  S c h e du l e d  S c h oo l  
A c t i v i t i e s  
Work Experience  
at Casa Mora: Mondays, 8:00 – 10am 
Homework Club: Mon & Thur, 3:00 – 4:30pm 
After School Football/ 
Basketball Training 
(Lizzi Sports Complex): Tue & Thur, 4:30 – 6pm  
Teachers Training:  Wednesdays, 2:00 – 4pm 
Physical Education & 
Physiotherapy 
(Lizzy Sports):  Thursdays, 8:15 – 9:45am  
Physical Education 
(Mercury, Jadeite & 
Zinc Classes): Friday, 8:15 – 11am 
Swimming 
(Lower Primary 
& Ruby Class):  Mondays, 9:00 – 11:00am 
Swimming & 
Physiotherapy 
(Lizzy Sports): Fridays, 8:00 – 11am 
  
 

Bronze & Si lver Award Programme… 
By: Monica Busia (Careers Guidance Advisor)  

 
Photos from left to right: Students having a work safety orientation at the Biscuit Factory; Oforiwa Marfo working at the Biscuit Factory in the 
packing line; Nanayaw fixing a sound speaker with the Speaker Maker; David Decker serving breakfast to customers at the Hotel Casa Mora; Kevin 
Ockan working as a Chef Assistant with Fatima Alhassan in the school kitchen preparing dishes for the student’s Christmas Lunch Buffet.  

MKA recognises the importance of rooting careers 
education in the real world.  Last year, the school 
successfully organised on-going work experience for 
14+ students with placements in four key areas of 
industry and commerce.  The aim was to introduce the 
students to the World of Work to help facilitate a 
smooth transition from school into the workplace.   
Part of the exercise was having a question and answer 
session to help understand the structure of industries. 
This exercise helped the students to acquire key skills 
in team-building and problem-solving which are 
essential for their future career pathways. 

Mock Interviews - MKA Careers strives to equip students with the skills needed to succeed in the workplace.  To this end, the 
Careers section collaborated with the Zinc Class to simulate a Mock Interview as part of their ASDAN Silver Award.   For the Award, 
students were expected to prepare a CV (Curriculum Vitae) and attend an interview.   The students dressed smartly on the day and 
were interviewed individually by the Careers Adviser and the Zinc Class Tutor as they would in a real life interview situation.  They 
had a taster of what it takes to go for an interview and get a job. They were given feedback afterwards to help them improve on their 
interview skills. 
Careers Week - This year’s Careers Week falls on Thursday April 24th and Friday April 25th.  Exciting programmes are being planned 
for the event and will be announced. Don’t miss our careers banner at the mainsite entrance. 

 
Kevin Ockan and Keturah Boateng having a mock job interview with Elvis and 
Monica, as part of their ASDAN Silver Award. 

Ac a dem i c  T e r ms  &  A s s e s s men t  Da t e s  
Parent Conference Term 2: 24th March – 3rd April 2014 
End of Term 2 (Last Day of School): 4th April 2014 
School Closed (Easter Break): 7th– 21st April 2014 
Public Holiday (Good Friday): 18th April 2014 
Public Holiday (Easter Monday): 21st April 2014 
Start of Term 3: 22nd April 2014 
Careers Event: 24th & 25th April 2014 
Public Holiday (May Day): 1st May 2014 
IGCSE/A Levels Exams: 6h May – 5th June 2014 
IGCSE Assessment Week: 12th  –  30th May 2014 
School Journeys/Trips 
for all Classes: 21st May –  6th June 2014 
Parent Conference Term 3: 9th – 20th June 2014 
End of Term Performance 
Dress rehearsal: 11th June 2014 
End of Term Performance: 26th June 2014 
Public Holiday (Republic Day): 1st July 2014 
Sports & Prize Giving Day: 2nd July 2014 
Last Day of Term 3 (For Students): 1pm, 3rd July 2014 
Admin Office Open: 4th – 9th July 2014 
Teacher Training 
Admin Office Open: 18th – 29th August 2014 
Start of Term 1 for 2014/2015: 1st September 2014  


