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End of Year 2014  
 Dear Parents and Carers,  

Multikids is becoming known not only in Ghana but also across the 
Globe. I want to thank everyone who recommends the school, be you a 
staff member, a parent or a friend of the school. As we close the first four 
years of our official existence, we are moving steadily towards our 5th 
Birthday celebrations in the auspicious year of 2015. In 2000 the United 
Nations set the goal for Ghana that we will be inclusive by 2015. 
Multikids is pioneering a model for inclusion and we are beginning to 
see how our school is impacting positively on the lives of the students 
and their families. 

This evidence is clearly seen in the increasing confidence and levels of 
self esteem of our students; it can be seen in the general aura of 
happiness in the school which visitors always comment on; it can be 
seen in the wonderful and special moments of communication between 
students who are Typical learners and those learners with Special 
Needs; it can be seen in the results of those students who are leaving or 
who have left MKA; it can be seen in the dedication and commitment of 
our very specialised staff group; it can be seen in the fact that we are 
attracting staff with excellent track records and qualifications. We thank 
the Bank of Ghana for a tremendous tribute to the school in the donation 
of brand new Ashok Leyland bus. 

As one of pioneers of inclusive education in Ghana, we will be hosting  
key events in 2015, including an  Autism Conference, an Education 
Summit on Inclusion in Ghana and a Celebration to mark 5 years of 
MKA. We have a duty and the passion to advocate for Inclusive 
Education and we hope that we will inspire other schools to change 
their non-inclusive stance to begin to nurture an inclusive model that 
will work for them.  

Enjoy our newsletter for our first term and I thank all contributors to the 
newsletter, and a big thank you to Dominique Rada for producing it.  

We hope you had a special end of year break and we look forward to a 
fruitful 2015 for your families and for the school. 

AJ Budge  

What’s New … 

• Welcome to new staff who have joined us in Sept: 
Casey Mc Feely – Head of Inclusive Education 
Deirdre Babalola - Co-ordinator, Inclusive 
Curriculum Development & Alignment 
Kwame Appiah – Secondary Team Leader, Maths, 
ICT Teacher 
Inge Kulsdom – Speech Therapist 
Juliet Magyan - Physiotherapist 
Zoe Greenberg – Secondary English Teacher 
Jacob Offei – Secondary Applied Teacher 
Grace Nayo- Early Years Teacher 
Collins Galley – Lower Primary Teacher 
Derrick Ganyo – ICT Assistant 
Kwaku Edem – Teacher Assistant SA2 
SS Leavers:  Sean Enders Ninsing – Teacher 
Assistant S2, S4; Jesby Ayetey – Library/design 
Ama Ashiara – Remedial Teacher, Secondary. 

• A Wonderful New School Bus donated by BoG 

• A Grant from the British Council to support 3 
school partnerships between UK and Ghana. 
Fund Connecting Classrooms, a global partnership 

Photos from Lower Primary children:  L to R: Recorders at LP (William, Clara and Ian); Jerrel running; Playtime with William, Kwesi, Clara, and 
Ian. 

 

Photos from L to R: 
Gabby completing her A 
Level Art coursework; 
Charity, Jubola & Merita 
working on Freedom Tree; 
Martin, Ofasa & Musa 
relaxing  

       Farewel l  to Students 
Loepa, Ofasa & Dal itso … 

From L to R Loepa who is returning to the Netherlands,  Ofasa 
who has returned to Sweden and Dalitso who has returned to 
Zimbabwe. 

 

 

What’s New … 



 

  2 

M K A  P l a y i n g  M u s i c  a t  t h e  A c c r a  P s y c h i a t r i c  H o s p i t a l  …  
An important part of MKA’s vision is to share skills with our community. Music is a powerful tool to help children who are non-verbal 
to express themselves. Nii Noi Nortey (our music teacher) is passionate and dedicated to working with children with special needs. As 
part of our programme, he visits the Accra Psychiatric Hospital weekly with his colleague, Nii Otoo (drums and guitar) and plays for 
the children and Nurses. They then go to CAROSS, the special school situated inside the Hospital. The joy and release of the children is 
clear to see in the small boy to the right of the photograph who is so gleeful. 

U N  W o r l d  F o o d  D a y  …  

ABA Training @ Cape Coast … 
 

From 10th to 13th November 2014, Multikids 
Academy teachers attended an autism 
conference and training workshop hosted 
by the University of Cape Coast School of 
Medical Sciences and the Children’s Home 
Intervention Program (CHIP) International. 
The event provided an in-depth overview 
on Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA), a 
research-based technique used to educate 
and support students with autism. It was a 
wonderful opportunity for MKA 
professional development, community 
outreach and networking. The MKA Head 
of Education, Casey McFeely, facilitated the 
4-day conference.  

 

Community Outreach … 
 

Photos from L to R: Nii Noi Nortey , Nii Otoo, J.C. Abbey and Mandy Budge performing for the Children’s Christmas party, Accra Psychiatric 
Hospital. 

Photo from top left clockwise: Group photo of participants; Susan & Omari demonstrating 
good practice, Casey Mc Feely, Conference facilitator with staff. 

 

On World Food Day, Ruby Class students demonstrated making chocolate and vanilla milk shakes as a quick snack during the 
Assembly dedicated to this event. Thank you to parents and staff who donated money to Chefs for Change, a local charity, who 
collected food from Hotels to feed hungry people both on the streets of Accra and also those in children’s homes, hospitals and 
prisons. Chefs for Change honoured us with their presence when they came to collect our cheque. They gave a powerful presentation 
of their plight to feed thousands of hungry Ghanaians. MKA Students asked excellent questions and were asked by the Head to 
consider changing their attitude to children on the streets who are hungry. 

 

 

Photos from L to R: 
presentation of cheque by 
Mandy & Fatima, students 
listening to presentation. 
Note our very own chefs who 
are learning how to cook 
with Fatima. 
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We Have a New School Bus!  … 
 

MKA Assemblies – Celebrating Global Cit izenship 
 In keeping with our aim of developing globally conscious citizens, every week our students in the Main School have made 
presentations featuring the theme of one of the UN World Days. Students in Secondary 4 started off with a presentation on Day of the 
Girl Child, highlighting the often negative effects of family decisions about unequal allocation of funds on the health, education and 
security of girls. The Lower Primary too celebrate the values of Global Citizenship through valuing ‘friendship’, ‘sharing’, ‘tolerance’ 
and creativity. 

The Secondary Applied 3 students taught us about our musical heritage in World Audiovisual Day, featuring music and dances from 
around the continent as a reminder of the need to preserve such recordings for future generations. Secondary 1 and Secondary 2 
students followed with a presentation on World Science Day for Peace and Development featuring advances made by great scientists 
in the past and the role of science education in ensuring a sustainable future for all. 

World Toilet Day presented the opportunity to highlight the need for sanitation for all. Secondary 5 student, Nortey, closed the 
presentation accompanying cartoon character Louie, the Loo in singing “Thank You to Your Loo” which was a hit with all the 
students. To further raise awareness the students of S4 are supporting WaterAid Ghana to get signatures for a petition to the 
government to keep its promises about increased sanitation by 2015. 

Each Secondary Applied 2 student made a poster for their presentation on World Day to Eliminate Violence Against Women. After 
their presentation, the posters have been mounted in an exhibition on the walls in the entryway and everyone has been encouraged to 
sign pledging their support to eliminate violence against women.  

Secondary Applied 1’s presentation on International Day for Persons with Disabilities was very moving. There were video 
presentations of people with a wide range of disabilities achieving incredible feats, supported by caring community members and 
dealing with the underlying emotions usually present when dealing with disability in an “able-bodied” world. The highlight was 
having the SA1 students read out the points from their PowerPoint presentation, each according to his own ability. 

Closing out the term were Primary 5 and 6 with a presentation on Human Rights. After exploring the topic from all angles – women’s 
rights, the rights of the elderly, the rights of children and other neglected groups – the class presented their conception of Multikids 
Academy Student Rights: the right to learn, the right to make friends and the right to have fun! Indeed this has been a term where all 
our students have learned new things, made new friends and had fun doing it all. 

Photos L to R: Loepe and Grace from P5/6 Assembly on Rights of the Child; Nortey, Maya and Celine presenting on UN World Toilet Day; Dalitso’s 
sister singing ‘Amazing Grace’ with Dalitso accompanying her on the piano. 
 

We are honoured to have received this donation from the Bank of Ghana. This bus is long awaited and what a  wonderful Christmas 
gift for the school! We are indebted to Fiona Kamau, Sallassi Dzillah,Abigail and Kojo Asante-Abedi and their son Baffour, who is in 
S1. Baffour got the ball rolling by mentioning that MKA needed a bus to the right people in the right places! This was after our old 

faithful bus broke down in late 2013. His earnest request fell on receptive ears and was followed 
up by Mandy, Fiona, Sallassi and the Asante-Abedi family with rigour. As you can imagine the 
paperwork and procedures are endless.  The Bank too were rigorous in ensuring that MKA 
deserved such a donation. It was a surprise to us all that the bus is so big! No more endless 
journeys to Lizzie Sports ferrying individual classes to their Sports lessons.  Also our school 
journeys this year will be more affordable to parents since we will not have to hire a coach. All in 
all we feel very lucky and very honoured. Now to put our logo on the bus and let the whole of 
Accra see that Every Child Matters. 

Top Photo: Our new school bus! 
Bottom Photos from L to R: Farouk new Chair of BoG; Presentation of the school bus keys from BoG with the Lower Primary giving their rendition of 
the wheels on the bus; Mandy at the wheels of the bus; and Bafour who initiated the idea of buying a bus with his mother Abigail who drove the cause. 
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Bronze Award Programme … 
 

Gifted & Talented Programme … 
 

Sports Programme … 
 Thank you to British International School for organizing an inter school 

sports day where BIS, Galaxy International, Multikids Academy and 
Springforth International, played their hearts out against each other. BIS 
also made super certificates for all those students who participated. 
Staff played matches at the end of a hot and energetic morning! 

SWIMMING: Caroline Pongo and her team swim with almost all of the 
children in the school. Many classes swim and play football weekly. The 
Lower Primary start with a new active programme on Thursdays at 
Lizzie Sports. 

KIT: All children and students must wear kit for Sports. MKA polo 
shirts can be worn. Please order your polo shirts from the office. 

As part of their credit for Community work, students from SA1 planned a visit to the Lower Primary to help the children during  
circle time, reading and play sessions. They can be seen here walking down to the LP with Nalika, Jacob and Fawsi -  their teachers. 
They created a trampoline with some green stretchy fabric that they held onto whilst the young ones jumped.  A good time and a 
positive learning experience was had by all.  

 

MKA believes in nurturing talent in 
every student through a three day 
focused workshop every term so that 
students can build on their talents and 
discover new interests not explored 
before or build on interests they are 
nurturing. This term we decided to use 
some of the programme to build skills for 
our end of term show My Space My 
Planet. Fashion design programme was 
led by Akua Ofosuhene (Freedom 
Country), Photography by Nii Obodai, a 
renowned photographer. If you were at 
the show I am sure that you will agree 
that these presentations were stunning. 
Parents expressed their delight that their 
children, some of them young adults, 
were really getting skilled and confident. 
Seidu Karfo from Afro Dance & Creative 
Arts worked together with Nii Noi, 
Stevie and Daniel (our music team) to 
teach some traditional and contemporary 
dance with some of our talented young 
dancers. Within the young sports 
enthusiasts group, they participated in a range of Sports Events including Tae Kwondo, Basketball, Swimming and Football, which 
kept them not only fit but also gained knowledge about the importance of team work. 

 
Photos: Students developing their skills in Fashion Design, Photography, Dance and Sports as part 
of the Gifted & Talented programme. 

 
Photos from L to R: SA1 students went to Lower Primary to do work experience by helping out the students as part of their Bronze Award program. 
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MKA Staff … 
Photos of Staff and teachers with parents and students over the past year. 

CIE Teacher of the Year Award: Fatric Bewong won it for Multikids 
Academy 

Since 2011, Fatric Bewong has focused her work on ecological matters using installation, 
performance and paintings. She recycles these materials into hand-stitched or machine sewn 
wall-based works or permanent or temporary costumes, which she uses for her site-specific 
performances and installations. Her projects raise awareness on how our human action is a 
threat to the environment. Bewong’s approach to her work translates into a dynamic and 
disciplined Art teacher. She inspires her students to break boundaries in pursuit of their 
unique voice. For example, students created re-claimed wearable art pieces in a recent 
production. As Expressive Arts Co-ordinator, she works with her team to develop Multikids’ 
dynamic and contemporary style of performance - weaving music, politics, visuals and 
movement – to ask the audience to sit and reflect about the world around them. She recently 
completed her accreditation as a Moderator for CIE Art & Design and has just achieved a 
successful moderation of Gabby Lane’s Art A Level work. Well done to Gabby who passed 
with a ‘B’!. 

Farewel l  to Er ica and Victor ia … 
Sadly Erica and Victoria will be leaving MKA … 

ERIKA  

As many of you know Erica was the Team Leader for Inclusion last year (having volunteered for the 
previous one) and helped the school so much with her tremendous experience in working with young 
people with special needs.  She supported the ASDAN programmes with her passion for getting 
youngsters with special needs out into the world through a range of experiences. She supported teachers 
across the school and was also a mum. Whilst in Ghana, Erica worked with street children and 
supported project leaders working in this field.  Although she has moved back to the Netherlands with 
her family, she will still be supporting MKA. 

 

 
Photos: Fatric receiving her award for 
Teacher of the year at British Council. 

 

 

– Mandy Budge 

 

 

VICTORIA  

“I have had the incredible opportunity of working at MKA for over a year. I began my time here as a volunteer 
teacher, and was later employed as an upper primary teacher. I have learned more in my short time at MKA 
than in any other organization, especially from the children I have had the pleasure of teaching. However, I 
unfortunately have to say goodbye at the close of this term as I return to the United States. I wish nothing but 
the best for my students, my colleague Deborah who will take over my class, and the school. MKA’s vision is 
extremely important and worthwhile, and I know that the years ahead will bring nothing but positive things for 
inclusive education in Ghana”. 

– Victoria Hunt 

AOIFA KILALEA 

Aoifa spent one term on a Creative Arts internship. She worked with students in building drama skills and 
building up our new mini theatre. She also worked closely with P5/6 to both extend their expression and focus 
on their work. In the picture on the left, Aoife is holding the mic for Mohammed and Loepe whilst practicing for 
the show My Space My Planet. Aoifa is a graduate from Ireland, who found MKA on the website and felt 
strongly that she wanted to contribute to our journey of extending our Creative Arts work. She really achieved 
this and gave MKA so much in her short stay with us. Thank you!  

– Mandy Budge 
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Parents …. 
MKA Parents Support Network: Joining together for health, wellness, and 
advocacy … 
Thank you to all the parents who attended the first MKA Parents support evening! It was an outstanding 
beginning to sharing experiences, expertise, and resources. Our next event will be held on Tuesday, 10th 
February from 4pm to 6pm and have a focus on diet and learning. We will be joined by Billie 
Richardson, a psychotherapist and personal development coach, who has extensive experience in holistic counseling and has a passion 
for health and wellbeing.  If you are interested in attending please RSVP to the office.  

Multikids Academy Parents is a support group for parents who have children with a wide variety of challenges. Parents meet once a 
term to discuss topics such as: Early intervention, therapeutic input and resources, teenager considerations, and community safety. 
MKA Parents is open to all parents. 

Parents Sharing Their Experience with MKA … 
IRIS (KWASI’S MUM) 
It was sure uncertainty when he joined.   Why doesn’t my new School do things like the Old one? 

Patience! I told him. After a month, Kwasi came home excited telling me all about his class mates, teachers and especially about Aunt 
Fatima whose meals tasted so delicious.  MKA has definitely boosted his confidence. He is very confident, understands and knows 
what to do. 

He has also learnt about various temperaments and is learning how to control his frustration. Very eager to learn and to let people 
understand his feelings and thoughts is a good way for a child to express himself. He takes part in sport activities and school plays as 
well.  However, He is eager to sharpen his skill in ICT and I hope he gets that. 

MKA is helping Kwasi to build his talent in various ways and we are hopeful that Kwasi will become a great young man one day.  To 
all of you out there, I am truly grateful to the Almighty God for giving me a wonderful and brilliant son as Kwasi. Watch out!  He is 
going to be a great person one day. 

REBECCA AND PATRICK AWUAH 
Multikids has nurtured our son’s capabilities. Over the past 6 years he has grown, matured and acquired academic, social, vocational, 
and life skills through the dedication and persistence of MKA teachers and staff. The school faces each individual’s challenges head on 
and helps them make the necessary progress. As parents, we always felt our views and perspectives were valued. Before we joined 
MKA I struggled to form a vision of a positive future for my son with autism, now he is working, in school part-time, and living 
independently at Next Step. We now know he has the ability to work, contribute to society and have a fulfilling life. Words cannot 
express the gratitude that we feel toward the school, Mandy, teachers, and all of the dedicated staff over the years. 

G. MITTI 
My son has been at MKA since January 2011. When he started he was a shy 10 year old, not sure of himself and struggling with school. 
I am glad to say he has changed a lot during the time at MKA. It has been a tough journey, starting with intense effort to assess him to 
find out how he could be assisted. Thus the first year was largely spent on finding his fit and auxiliary training (e.g. speech) to prepare 

Photos of parents. 
 

 

Continuing on Page 7 

 
Photos of parents and staff at the PTA Meeting planning for MKA@5 celebrations.  
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Student Events and Outings… 
Univers ity Vis its  and Fairs  … 
University visits and fairs are an 
important part of the programme 
for the university track students. 
Our students either go out to fairs or 
we have representatives of various 
universities in, which is a good 
opportunity for the reps to see our 
students and get to know the school. 
Emporia State University from 
Kansas in the USA was our first 
visit this term. Students got to 
interact with Stene Verhulst, 
Emporia State’s Director of 
International Recruitment and learn 
about the degree programmes on 
offer and the philosophy of education at the university. We also got an invitation to a presentation by a rep from Lafayette University, 
which is in Pennsylvania in the USA. 

This year Multikids Academy was invited to the British Council University Fair for International Schools. We got introduced to a 
range of universities such as University of Birmingham, Coventry University, De Montford University, Manchester Metropolitan 
University, Middlesex University and The University of Northampton – great opportunities for further study in the UK.   

Our final fair for the term was the annual Council of International Schools Fair held at Lincoln Community School this year. Secondary 
4 and Secondary 5 students got to interact with reps from many Canadian and American universities as well as a few from other 
countries. There were 20 universities in all.  Some of the universities present were Agnes Scott University (USA), Guelph University 
(Canada) and Yale/National University of Singapore (Singapore). 

School Col laboration … 
B y  D e i r d e  B a b a l o l a  
The Secondary 4 class had the opportunity to participate in The Roman Ridge School’s first ever, Global Summit. This year’s summit 
deliberated on the Ebola Crisis in West Africa. Yoosi Forson represented Liberia’s Minister of Health and Social Welfare, Celine 
Enninful Adu represented Liberia’s Minister of Information, Cultural Affairs and Tourism; Maya van Landewijk represented the 
Liberian President and read a letter in the Opening Ceremony that had just been written to the world by Liberian President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf. Unfortunately, Martin Thorvaldsen was ill on the day and missed the event where he was to have been the Liberian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. The summit was a great opportunity for our students to work with another school. Our thanks go to The 
Roman Ridge School for extending the invitation and we look forward to other opportunities to collaborate. 

 

him. This was an essential step as every child is different and has his or her own peculiar needs. Eventually the school and my son 
discovered each other and forged a way forward which has brought much progress in his learning. He has improved his grades, has 
more confidence in himself and his social interaction has changed much to. We are proud of his achievements and happy with the 
effort by the school to address his needs. I wish to encourage other parents with children with special education needs to consider 
MKA. It's not a silver bullet for all cases; no school is even for children without challenges. The parents and family play a role too. But, 
it’s worthy tying, for your child deserves every effort. 

MR AND MRS AKUAMOAH 
MKA has, for the past 5 years of Kwaku's life, been our lifeline. Kwaku now 13, was assessed and diagnosed autistic at age 3 and 
could not fit into any other educational institution. 

We were not prepared at the time, to relocate in search of solutions for him. He went from institution to institution until we got 
referred to MultiKids Academy (MKA), which was in the initial stages of set up at the time; and we have not looked back since then! 
Kwaku has taken to MKA and is very happy with their small class sizes, individualized educational programs for each child, as well 
as their expertise in managing and providing quality care for children with special needs. 

Kwaku has come a very ling way from being extremely hyperactive, prone to tantrums, being almost non-verbal and lacking in 
communication and social skills, to a well-settled, calm and friendly young teenager, gradually gaining confidence, social and 
academic skills as well as adapting to his environment.  

Thanks to the dedication and commitment of the MKA team !!! I would recommend MKA to all parents. 

 
Photos of students reading the various university brochures and flyers which they obtained from their visit 
to the British Council University Fair. 
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M K A  E n d  o f  Y e a r  P e r f o r m a n c e  …  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOWER PRIMARY’S PERFORMANCE: SONGS OF THE SEASON… 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Continuing on Page 9 

 

Multikids ended the 2014 year with another wonderful 
End of Season Performance from the Lower Primary and 
the Main School.  

The Lower Primary produced an entertaining show titled 
"Songs of the Season", showcasing their wonderful musical 
skills, which was really fun and enjoyed our afternoon 
very much. 

Fatric this year produced the Main School performance, 
titled "My Space, My World", combining a projection 
presentation of visual arts and photography, with our 
annual fashion parade and individual group performances 
of HipHip dance and singing.  
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MAIN SCHOOL PERFORMANCE: MY SPACE MY PLANET … 
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Regu l a r  S c h e du l e d  S c h oo l  
A c t i v i t i e s  …  
After School Football/  Tue & Thur, 4:30 – 6pm 
Basketball Training: (Lizzie Sports Complex) 

Teachers Training:  Wednesdays, 2pm – 4pm 

Physical Education @ Lizzie Sports:  
SA1,SA2 Thursdays, 8:30 - 12pm   
S1,2,4,5, SA3    Friday morning 

Swimming @ Lizzie Sports 
SA1, P5/6 Ruby, Gold Class: Mondays, 9am – 12pm 
SA2                                                 Mondays 2-3pm 
Lower Primary                              Wednesday morning 
S1,2,4,5, SA3                                   Friday morning 

Learning Zone - Numeracy, Literacy 
and Cognitive Skil ls … 
Days: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday. 
Time: 3.30-5.00pm 
Age Groups: 9 years plus.  
Open to non MKA students. 

Students can complete homework tasks during this time.
  
 

Ac a dem i c  T e r ms  &  A s s e s s men t  Da t e s …  
Academic Term 2: 5 January – 26 March 2015 

Parents’ Meeting for                                    
S4, S5 Cambridge Exam Entries: 26th - 29th January 2015 

Student Social Jam: 30th January 2015 
Assessment Week: 11th  –  17th February 2015 
Ash Wednesday: 18th February 2015  
Half Term (School Closed): 18th – 20th February 2015 
School Resumes:  23rd February 2015 
Student Assessment Prep: 23rd -  27th February 2015 
Assessment Week: 2nd – 5th March 2015 

Public Holiday: 6th March 2015  
(Ghana’s Independent’s Day) 

Lower Primary Parent Conf: 16th - 18th March 2015 

Main Site  
Parent Conference Term 2: 19th  –  25th March 2015 

End of Term 2  
(Last Day of School): 26th March 2015 

School Break: 30th March – 10th April 2015 
Public Holiday (Good Friday): 3rd April 2015 
Public Holiday (Easter Monday): 6th April 2015 
Start of Term 3: 13th April 2015 
Student Social Jam: 24th April 2015 
Public Holiday (Labour Day): 1st May 2015 
Assessment Prep Week: 18th – 22nd May 2015 
Public Holiday (Africa Day): 25th May 2015 
Assessment Week: 26th – 28th May 2015 
Lower Primary Parent Conf: 8th – 12th June 2015 

Main Site 
Parent Conference Term 3: 15th – 19th June 2015 

School Journeys: 8th – 19th June 2015 
Graduation Party: 19th June 2015 
School Performance: 23/24th June 2015 
School Prize Giving: 25th June 2015  

End of Term 3 (Last Day 
of School): 25th June 2015 (half day) 
 
First day of 2015/16 Academic Year is Tuesday 1st September 2015. 

Calender of Events… 


